Church Periodical Club

The Diocese of Western North Carolina

From: CPC Director-Donna Murray

The Church Periodical Club (better known as CPC) is an independent, affiliated organization of the Executive Council of the Episcopal Church dedicated to the world –wide Ministry of the Printed Word and to the promotion of Christian Mission. It is the only organization in the Episcopal Church engaged solely in providing through grants Free literature and related materials, both religious and secular, to people all over the world, who having no other source, need and request it through their bishop.

Bibles, the Book of Common Prayer, books for seminarians, educational materials, medical textbooks and other related materials are some of the resources supplied by the Church of the Periodical Club. 

CPC sends money each year to Seminarians from WNC to help with the cost of their textbooks. In 2006 our focus was not only on Seminarians but also on Mission Projects. 

 In the spring  of  06 during the ECW Spring Conference at St. John’s in Haw Creek, Asheville on  May 11th  06 Claire Barry planted the seed about the needs of the poor children of Durgapur, India.

On March 19th  06 we had a Book Sale from my home Parish at St. George’s and raised $500.00 for CPC.  

On June 7th/06 there was a Deanery Meeting at St. George’s. We discussed ways of making more awareness for Church Periodical Club and helping others in need of textbooks. On August 15th A Check for $859.52 was given to the Children of Durgapur,India for textbooks from the WNC CPC Account .

A Mile of Pennies is one of our other Projects. I would encourage all of you to collect “A Mile A Pennies” in your church this year. This is a project to get books to children Grades 1-12  who don’t live near libraries and can’t afford to buy books. Place a jar in your church and ask parishioners to put pennies in it. Tell them what the pennies will be used for. The following breakdown will be of interest to them. It was to me.

16 pennies 1 foot

5,280 feet = 1 mile

$844.80 pennies= 1mile

 Donations received are sent to the National Office of CPC. This is a project dear to our hearts. Throughout the year please collect your pennies for this good cause.

With your prayers and support and help from the Reps. of this Diocese my plan is to make more awareness for CPC.

 If your Parish would be interested in having a Bring A Book Buy A Book Sale at your Parish or becoming a Representative for CPC please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

In Sept 30th 2006 -10 churches from the Asheville Deanery came together and collected thousands of books for a CPC Bookstall and Silent Auction. I have never seen so many books being unloaded off of trucks coming into the fellowship hall at Grace Church, Asheville. 

When I asked Episcopalians to clean out their old book collection they didn’t hesitate to do it.( 

The book sale took place at Grace Church because of the size of the parking and good location. It worked out great! Everyone just really took a lot of interest in it and helped. Not only did this book sale and silent auction produce the amount of $1,326.57, but also it made more awareness for The Church Periodical Club. The overflow of the books were sent to the Buncombe County Detention Center , and to St. John’s Episcopal Church.

The book sale and Silent Auction was a big success!  

It is heart warming to know that 66 children in Durgapur, India will have a Christmas gift from the people on the other side of the ocean who care about them. Bishop Dutta chose the books that the children will receive from the collection of the “Seed Of God” Books written by Genelda Woggon. This makes their Christmas Gift extra special from the Asheville Deanery knowing one of our very own members wrote the books and it will be one of children’s first Christmas Gifts.

Also  monies from the sale was contributed to the Seminarians of Western North Carolina toward new textbooks.

God is great and so are "our" people.

 Thanks to all of you for coming, buying books, and giving us support for that particular book sale.

Working the cashier desk - Reva Redmond and Madeline Patton.

Silent Auction Table Chair- Betty Ann Gilbert - assisting her Barbara Hall.

Valerie Lord -Food Preparation.

Pricing books, Laura Cordova, Danielle Cook-Riley,Marsha Thomas, April Crowe, Janice Priest.

Millie Jones, and Nancy Lewis sorting books. So many people to thank...Christian Todd a big thank you for the outside signs. Folks that picked up books Cheri &John, Christian, Danielle &Yvonne.

For all the people from the Asheville Deanery who collected, donated, and delivered their books. For those of you that made announcements in your church. Especially to Diane Mance, Father Brent Norris ,and  Genelda Woggon for keeping the interest going.

A Special Thank you to Tom Brackett at St. George’s also Tom Rightmeyer for all your support. For those who donated Silent Auction items especially to Lee Davis , Doug Atchley, Reva Redmon, Marsha Thomas, Mollie Johnson, Marion Bostwick. To the secretary "Diane" at Grace Episcopal Church and last but certainly not least to David the Sexton at Grace.

For all those Folks I may have failed to mention here. We couldn't have done it without you!

In 07 we  collected used English written Bibles for Belize for the folks in Mango Creek, Belize. The elderly people in Belize received their first bible in their lifetime that Christmas.

Our ECW Board contributed $500.00 from our ECW Mission fund account to help the starving children in this area.

Also in 07 hymnals were donated and distributed to the Western Carolina Mission in Asheville for their newly remodeled Chapel. Small prayer books were sent to some of our local armed forces in Iraq.

In May 07 on CPC Sunday we had a Dessert fund raiser and collected $402.00.

Last year at out ECW Gathering at Thompson Family Focus in Charlotte NC we met Rev. Margaret Odoor a Priest from Kenya. A very humble woman with much NEED back in her country. She humbly asked for textbooks for her children in her Parish back home. She said 10 children share 1 textbook. She also needed Bibles but she thought it was to much to ask for both. I’m happy to report her small Parish received Bibles and Sister Odoor is in the process of applying for A Miles Of Pennies Grant. Recently another Miles of Pennies Grant was applied for the Dominican Republic in Providence 9.

In May 08 a basket fundraiser was held and collected $431.25.The ladies at St George’s really came together to put it together. A special thanks to St. George’s CPC Rep. Becky Plemmons, Cheri Kreiner, Valerie Lord, Danielle-Cook Riley and many others.

Last week Bibles were donated to our local homeless Ministry Church of the Advocate.

This week Sept. 24th 2008 a check for $100.00 was written to each 7 of our Seminarians totaling $700.00.

I want to thank all of you in the Diocese  that are sending in contributions for NBF (for adults) and MOP (children grades 1 thru 12) collecting Pennies. Your support is much appreciated and going toward a good cause.

My hope as your CPC Diocesan Director that someday all 65 Parishes in our WNC Diocese will participate in CPC. 

Even if it’s in a small way. 

Together we can make a difference in other peoples lives. 

 If your Parish would be interested in having a Bring A Book Buy A Book Sale at your Parish or becoming a Representative for CPC. Please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Come join forces with us in God’s work.

 Supporting CPC is one of the most effective ways of carrying out Christ’s command:

Go, Ye, therefore, and teach all nations.

Amen

Blessings To You All, 

Donna Murray / CPC Director /WNC Diocese
PO Box 8111
Asheville NC 28814
